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NAPA
FRED SCHRADER owner
THOMAS BROWN winemaker

“Year-in and year-out this is one of the most interesting as well as fascinating group of wines and
projects in Napa Valley. First, Schrader has two committed owners, secondly a brilliant winemaker in
Thomas Brown, and thirdly, one of the true first-growth vineyard sites in all of Napa Valley, the famed
Beckstoffer-owned To Kalon Vineyard in Oakville.”
“In top vintages, Schrader’s Beckstoffer Cabernet Sauvignon-based
wines can be as good as money can buy ... anywhere in the world.
The Schraders are essentially giving consumers a microscopic, intense
study of the differences between clones from one particular vineyard.
Production levels range from 100-200 cases to as high as 400 cases.
The total production is well under 1,800 cases of wine, even in such
generous vintages as 2012. These offerings, which are aged 18-20
months in a majority of Darnajou French barrels with some Taransaud,
are much more similar than dissimilar, but I think long-term aging will begin to reveal differences,
and that’s the objective with these separate cuvees. All of these wines will keep for a minimum of
25-40 years. This is probably an overload of information for the casual drinker who just wants a great
Napa Cabernet Sauvignon, but for the wine geeks, this kind of clonal study is fascinating.” – Robert
M. Parker Jr., Wine Advocate

Cabernet Sauvignon To Kalon Vineyard Schrader
Parker’s WA: 98 Points ”Nearly as prodigious is the 2012 Cabernet Sauvignon Beckstoffer to Kalon Vineyard, which
is Clone 4 and Clone 6 blended together from the Beckstoffer to Kalon Vineyard, this is the highest in alcohol of the
2012s at 14.6%. It was aged in a combination of 50% new Darnajou and 50% new Taransaud barrels. This wine
is one of the tighter, more backward of the 2012s, with more structure, tannin, muscle, a masculine personality,
oodles of black and blue fruits and a massive mouthfeel, but is somehow much more primary and younger tasting
than the other wines. Forget it for a few years and drink it over the following 20-25 years.”

Cabernet Sauvignon LPV Beckstoffer La Piedras Vnyd
Parker’s WA: 94 Points ”The 2012 Cabernet Sauvignon Beckstoffer Las Piedras Vineyard LPV is black/ruby, shows
lots of charcoal, scorched earth and an almost Graves-on-steroids personality. Deep blueberry and blackberry
fruit, a hint of coffee and chocolate are all present in this impressive, very different style of Cabernet Sauvignon
from Schrader. This is Clone 337, planted in a St. Helena vineyard.”

Cabernet Sauvignon To Kalon Vineyard RBS
Parker’s WA: 98 Points ”The 2012 Cabernet Sauvignon Beckstoffer To Kalon Vineyard RBS, which is also from Clone
337 but from different blocks on the Beckstoffer To Kalon Vineyard, saw oak with 90% new Darnajou and 10%
new Taransaud. This wine seems slightly more expansive, shares the black ruby/purple color with all of it siblings,
and has a boatload of crème de cassis, incense, licorice, graphite and vanilla along with plenty of spice box and
forest floor. This is a killer, full-bodied, super-duper, opulent Cabernet Sauvignon to drink over the next 20 years.”

Cabernet Sauvignon “Old Sparky”
Parker’s WA: 100 Points ”Another compelling, perfect wine is the 2012 Cabernet Sauvignon Beckstoffer to Kalon
Vineyard Old Sparky. This is Clone 4 and Clone 6, as well as Clone 337, blended together from the Beckstoffer
To Kalon Vineyard, aged in 100% new Darnajou barrels. For whatever reason, this wine seems to show more
chocolate, espresso roast, barbecue smoke, dense blackberry and blueberry fruit and enormous body with not a
touch of heaviness or astringency. This is a fabulous offering. It should drink well for 20-25 years. ”
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